Global Perspectives
Political Ideologies

Radical: Seen as being on the far left of the political spectrum, radicals
call for wide-sweeping rapid change in the basic structure of the
political, social, and economic system. They may be willing to resort to
extreme methods to bring about change, including the use of violence

and revolution.

Liberal: Liberals believe that the government should be actively
involved in the promotion of social welfare of a nation’s citizens.
Liberals usually call for gradual change within the existing political
system. They reject violent revolution as a way of changing the way

things are, often called the status quo.

Moderate: Moderates may share viewpoints with both liberals and
conservatives. They are seen as tolerant of other people’s views, and
they do not hold extreme views of their own. They advocate a “go-

slow” or “wait-and-see” approach to political change.

Conservative: People who hold conservative ideals favor keeping

things the way they are or maintaining the status quo if it is what they
desire. Conservatives are hesitant or cautious about adopting new
policies, especially if they involve government activism in some way.
They feel that the less government there is, the better. They agree

with Jefferson’s view that “the best government governs least.”

Reactionary: Sitting on the far right of the ideological spectrum,

reactionaries want to go back to the way things were — the “good ol’
days”. Often reactionaries are willing to use extreme methods, such as

repressive use of government power to achieve their goals.



IDEOLOGY

Government
involvement

Speed of
changes in
government

Political
Parties

ISSUES

Taxes

Education

Defense

Environment

Liberal

Radical
More More
Rapid Gradual

Moderate Conservative Reactionary
_Some Less Less
involvement

Slow to no Return to
change No Change the past

Communists Socialists Dem. Centrists Rep. Conservatives
« Independents *

Radical Liberal

High taxes for high
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